
 BOARD MINUTES OF 
 THE SPECIAL MEETING  

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE  
WEST STANISLAUS COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

Date & Time: Monday, August 24, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. 
Location:  Station 53 at 8598 Kern St., Westley, CA 95387 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER  
meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. 

  
2. ROLL CALL  
 A quorum was established with three Directors present: 

 
Chairman Jarod Lara 
Director Dan Robinson 
Director Mary Lopes 
Board Members Absent:         Director Bettencourt and Director Jasper 
Staff: Chief Frye, BC Vargas 
Guests:  District Counsel William Ross, Senior Attorney Christina Ballardo via telephone 

Keith Bowen 
 
AGENDA CORRECTION 
The Board was advised of a correction to the property address listed under Closed Session Item 6.2. The 
property address was corrected from 515 Keystone Boulevard to 619 First Street, Patterson.  

 
3. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

3.1 Possible Approval of August 10, 2026, West Stanislaus County Fire Protection 
District’s Board of Directors Regular Meeting Minutes. 

3.2 Possible Approval of the Report Upon Return from Closed Session; District Board  
of Directors Special Meeting for August 10, 2026. 

 
Director Robinson made a motion to approve the consent calendar with the noted correction. Director 
Lopes seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously upon the following roll call vote:  

Chairman Lara:   YES 
   Director Robinson:  YES 
   Director Lopes:   YES 
 
4.  PUBLIC COMMENT - CLOSED SESSION MATTERS:   

Chairman Lara called for public comment regarding the Closed Session matters. No public comment was 
received. 
 
The Board adjourned to Closed Session. 

 
5. MEETING ADJOURNED TO CLOSED SESSION 

Closed session began at 2:02 pm 
 
6. CLOSED SESSION 
 
7. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION  
 Returned to open session at 2:44 pm 
 
 
 



8. REPORT UPON RETURN FROM CLOSED SESSION (if applicable) 
District Counsel reported that any required reportable action from Closed Session would be reported consistent 
with applicable provisions of the Brown Act. Counsel further advised that a written report would be provided to 
the Board at its next meeting. 
    

9. NEW BUSINESS 
9.1 Review and Possible Approval of Lease Agreement with Eagle Valley Investments 

District Counsel reviewed the proposed lease agreement with Eagle Valley Investments and 
recommended the addition of clarifying language addressing potential ambiguity under Health and 
Safety Code Section 13862 regarding the location of a District fire station within the City of Patterson. 

 
Counsel noted that while the location of a District station within the City could potentially be challenged 
under the statute, the likelihood was considered relatively low, as the District has maintained a station 
within the City of Patterson since the District's creation in 1934. 
 
Director Lopes made a motion to approve the lease agreement with Eagle Valley Investments, subject to 
the recommended clarifying provision. Director Robinson seconded the motion. The motion was 
approved unanimously upon the following roll call vote:  

Chairman Lara:   YES 
   Director Robinson:  YES 
   Director Lopes:   YES 
 
9.2 Review and Possible Approval of Lease Agreement with IDC Farms 

District Counsel reviewed the proposed lease agreement with VITC Farms and noted that the subject 
property is located outside the City of Newman and therefore does not present the same issue 
discussed regarding the Eagle Valley Investments lease. 
 
Counsel identified two technical corrections to the proposed agreement: 
• Section 8.2 – Correct an improper designation of the District to reflect “Landlord.” 
• Section 9.4, Vehicle Liability – Remove duplicated language referring to Board of Directors, 

employees, and elected or appointed officials. 
 
Director Robinson made a motion to approve the lease agreement with IDC Farms with the proposed 
technical corrections. Director Lopes seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously upon 
the following roll call vote:  

 
Chairman Lara:   YES 

   Director Robinson:  YES 
   Director Lopes:   YES 

 
 
10. COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED 

10.1  Document Request – Stanislaus County Grand Jury 
 

District Counsel reported that the District received correspondence from the Stanislaus County Civil 
Grand Jury, a copy of which was included in the Board packet. 
 
Counsel explained that the procedure for responding to a Civil Grand Jury inquiry differs from 
responding to a Public Records Act request and is subject to separate statutory requirements and 
timelines. Counsel's office is preparing the District's response and will respond within the required 
timeframe. 
 
Counsel further explained that the Civil Grand Jury may review documents, conduct interviews, and 
issue findings and recommendations. The District would then have a statutory period in which to 
respond following the release of any findings. 



Counsel advised that matters associated with a Civil Grand Jury inquiry may not be discussed by the 
Board in Closed Session. Counsel also noted that, under appropriate circumstances, a matter reviewed 
by the Civil Grand Jury could be referred to the criminal grand jury. 
 
The item was informational only; no Board action was taken. 

 
 
11. OLD BUSINESS  

11.1 Diablo Grande Update  
Senior Attorney Christina Bellardo provided an update regarding the Diablo Grande station property 
transfer. Senior Attorney Bellardo reported that the Stanislaus County Planning Commission determined 
the property transfer was consistent with the General Plan and that the District is now working on the 
next steps in the transfer process. She stated that additional information is anticipated at the next Board 
meeting. 

 
12. GOOD OF THE ORDER  
 
13. ADJOURNMENT:   With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:53 p.m. 
 
 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted by:      Dated:      
 
         August 25, 2026 
Amy Best, Clerk to the Board of Directors 
West Stanislaus County Fire Protection District 


