
BOARD MINUTES OF 
 THE REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE  
WEST STANISLAUS COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

Date & Time: Monday, April 13, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. 
Location:  Station 53 at 8598 Kern St., Westley, CA 95387 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   
 
3. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM AND CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA:  
   

Board Members Attending:  Jarod Lara, Dan Robinson, Jason Jasper, Henry Bettencourt 
 Board Members Absent:         None 

Staff: Chief Frye, Chief Bays, BC Lara, BC Cabral, BC Vargas, Eng. Garcia, Eng. Wells, FF 
Alcala, PIO Howell 

Guests:  Keith Bowen 
 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT:   

 
5. CONSENT CALENDAR: 

5.1 Possible Approval of the March 9, 2026, West Stanislaus County Fire Protection 
District’s Board of Directors Regular Meeting Minutes. 

 5.2 Possible Approval of the March 16, 2026, West Stanislaus County Fire Protection  
District’s Board of Directors Special Meeting Minutes.  

 5.3 Possible Approval of the March 25, 2026, West Stanislaus County Fire Protection  
District’s Board of Directors Special Meeting Minutes.  

 5.4 Possible Approval of the March 31, 2026, West Stanislaus County Fire Protection  
District’s Board of Directors Special Meeting Minutes.  

 5.5 Possible Approval of the April 6, 2026, West Stanislaus County Fire Protection  
District’s Board of Directors Special Meeting Minutes.  

5.6 Possible Approval of the Report Upon Return from Closed Session; District Board  
of Directors Special Meeting for March 31, 2026. 

 5.7 Possible Approval of the Report Upon Return from Closed Session; District Board  
of Directors Special Meeting for April 6, 2026. 

5.8 Approval of Warrants for Expenses for March 2026. 
5.9 Review and Possible Approval of the Financial Statement as of April 2026 (F/Y 2025-26). 

 
Director Lopes made a motion to approve consent items 5.1 through 5.9 with changes Director Lopes 
informed Clerk to the Board of. The motion was seconded by Director Robinson and passed unanimously 
upon the following vote:  

Ayes: Jarod Lara, Jason Jasper, Dan Robinson, Henry Bettencourt, Mary Lopes 
Noes: None 
Absent:  None 
Abstained: None 

 
6. SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS / PRESENTATIONS / GENERAL BUSINESS 

None 
 
7. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 None 
 



 
 
8. CORRESPONDENCE:  

8.1 Letter from Supervisor Channce Condit 
A letter from Supervisor Condit was received and acknowledged regarding Chairperson Lara’s request 
for reappointment.  

 
9. NEW BUSINESS:  

9.1 Review and Possible Approval of Volunteer Lieutenant Position.  
Staff presented a new Volunteer Fire Lieutenant position as part of succession planning and leadership 
development. The position would support the District’s four-shift model and assign lieutenants under 
captains. Promotions anticipated to be effective May 1, with a badge pinning ceremony on June 27. 

  
Director Robinson made a motion to approve the volunteer Lieutenant position. The motion was 
seconded by Director Bettencourt and passed unanimously upon the following vote:  

Ayes: Jarod Lara, Jason Jasper, Dan Robinson, Henry Bettencourt, Mary Lopes 
Noes: None 
Absent:  None 
Abstained: None 

 
9.2  Review and Possible Approval of Resolution #2026-001, A Resolution Authorizing Signatures  

of Warrants Drawn on the West Stanislaus County Fire Protection District and Signature Sheet 
to Stanislaus County. 
 
Director Robinson made a motion to approve Resolution #2026-001. The motion was seconded by 
Director Jasper and approved unanimously upon the following roll call vote:  

Chairman Lara:   YES 
Director Jasper:  YES 
Director Robinson:  YES 
Director Bettencourt:  YES  
Director Lopes:   YES 

 
9.3 Review and Possible Approval of Resolution #2026-002, Authorizing the Application for the Federal  
 Excess Personal Property (FEPP) Program in Accordance with the Cooperative Forestry Assistance  

Act (CFAA) of 1978 (16 U.S.C. Chapter 41 § 2101). 
This program allows the District to obtain federal surplus equipment through Cal OES/Cal Fire. 
The equipment remains federal property; District responsible for transport, maintenance, and 
modifications. 
 
Director Jasper made a motion to approve Resolution #2026-002. The motion was seconded by Director 
Robinson and passed unanimously upon the following roll call vote:  

Chairman Lara:   YES 
Director Jasper:  YES 
Director Robinson:  YES 
Director Bettencourt:  YES  
Director Lopes:   YES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9.4 Review and Possible Approval of Resolution #2026-003, Authorizing the Application for Firefighter 
Property (FFP) Program in Accordance Under Title 10 United States Code § 2576b. 

 This program is similar to the prior program; however, ownership transfers to the District after 
compliance requirements. The equipment must be placed into service within a specified timeframe. 

 
 Director Robinson made a motion to approve Resolution #2026-003. The motion was seconded by 

Director Lopes and passed unanimously upon the following roll call vote:  
Chairman Lara:   YES 
Director Jasper:  YES 
Director Robinson:  YES 
Director Bettencourt:  YES  
Director Lopes:   YES 

  
 9.5 Authorize Fire Chief to enter into an Automatic Aid Agreement with the City of Patterson. 

Chief Frye discussed an automatic aid agreement he has been working on with the City of Patterson. 
Some of the details include; 

o Two-way automatic aid agreement for working structure fires only.  
o Staffing requirements:  

• District: minimum 2 personnel per engine  

• City: 3 personnel per engine  
o No compensation structure for extended incidents; agencies will release resources as needed. 

 
Director Lopes made a motion to authorize the Fire Chief to execute the agreement pending final 
approval and no substantial changes. Director Jasper seconded the motion and the motion was passed 
unanimously upon the following vote:  

Ayes:  Jarod Lara, Jason Jasper, Dan Robinson, Henry Bettencourt, Mary Lopes 
Noes: None 
Absent:  None 
Abstained: None 

 
10. OLD BUSINESS:   

10.1 Update on Fire Engine Procurement. 
The District was outbid on a recent apparatus opportunity.  Staff continues to actively search for suitable 
apparatus options.  
 

10.2 Update on Patterson Truck/Engine Exchange.  
Ongoing discussions with the City of Patterson regarding a potential exchange: 

o District interest in receiving a Type 1 fire engine 
o In exchange for relinquishing interest in jointly owned ladder truck and certain staff vehicles 

 
10.3 Update- Diablo Grande Station.  

Process underway to transfer property from Western Hills Water District to the Fire District. Expected 
timeline: 60–90 days pending approvals and filings. 
 

11. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: 
o 73 calls responded to during the reporting period.  
o Increased volunteer participation and training activity.  
o Grant activity:  

• Cal Fire Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant (pending)  
• Exploration of additional funding for extrication equipment  

 
o Ongoing:  

• EMS equipment upgrades to support increasing EMT staffing  
• Facility planning for modular buildings and future station needs  

 



o Events:  
• Volunteer appreciation events scheduled  
• Transition to combined annual awards & academy graduation ceremony (June 27)  

o Training and operations:  
• Strong engagement across personnel  
• Continued command staff collaboration  

o Top volunteer participation highlighted. 
 

12. GOOD OF THE ORDER:   
 

13. CLOSED SESSION:  
Went into closed session at 2:37 p.m.  

 
14. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION:   
 Returned to open session at 3:54 p.m.  
 
15. REPORT UPON RETURN FROM CLOSED SESSION (if applicable). 

District Counsel will provide the report upon return from closed session. 
 
16. ADJOURNMENT:   With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:55 p.m. 
 
 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted by:      Dated:      
 
         April 29, 2026 
Amy Best, Clerk to the Board of Directors 
West Stanislaus County Fire Protection District 


