
BOARD MINUTES OF 
 THE REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE  
WEST STANISLAUS COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

Date & Time: Tuesday, March 9, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. 
Location:  Station 53 at 8598 Kern St., Westley, CA 95387 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   
 
3. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM AND CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA:  
   

Board Members Attending:  Jarod Lara, Dan Robinson, Jason Jasper, Henry Bettencourt 
 Board Members Absent:         None 

Staff: Chief Jeff Frye, Chief Ken Bays, BC Brian Lopes, BC Paul Lara, BC Don Cabral, BC 
Bob Vargas, Capt. Eddie Thompson, Capt. Dan Borba, Fire Marshal Hugo Rayo, 
FF Jose Alcala, FF Alex Perez, FF A’lan Garcia, Eng. Sam Amarillas, and Exp. Izaya 
Fijman 

Guests:  District Counsel, William Ross, Mary Lopes, Paul Willette, Keith Bowen 
 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT:   

Mayor Michael Clauzel provided a public comment recognizing Fire Chief Jeff Frye for his leadership and service. 
The Mayor expressed appreciation for Chief Frye’s work leading two agencies in recent years and voiced support 
for his leadership of the West Stanislaus County Fire Protection District moving forward. The City of Patterson 
affirmed its commitment to maintaining a cooperative partnership with the District. 
 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
5.1 Possible Approval of the February 9, 2026 West Stanislaus County Fire Protection 

District’s Board of Directors Regular Meeting Minutes. 
5.2 Possible Approval of the February 19, 2026 West Stanislaus County Fire Protection  

District’s Board of Directors Special Meeting Minutes.  
5.3 Possible Approval of the March 4, 2026 West Stanislaus County Fire Protection District’s  

Board of Directors Special Meeting Minutes.  
5.4 Possible Approval of the Report Upon Return from Closed Session; Regular  

Rescheduled District Board of Directors Special Meeting for March 4, 2026. 
5.5 Approval of Warrants for Expenses for February 2026. 
5.6  Review and Possible Approval of the Financial Statement as of February 2026 (F/Y 2025-26). 

 
Director Robinson made a motion to approve consent items 5.1 through 5.6. The motion was seconded 
by Director Jasper and passed unanimously upon the following vote:  

Ayes: Jarod Lara, Dan Robinson, Henry Bettencourt, Jason Jasper 
Noes: None 
Absent:  None 
Abstained: None 

 
6. SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS / PRESENTATIONS / GENERAL BUSINESS 

6.1 Oath of Office for Fire Chief Jeff Frye. 
The Board then conducted a Special Presentation of the Oath of Office, during which Jeff Frye was 
formally sworn in as Fire Chief of the West Stanislaus County Fire Protection District. 

 
7. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 None 



 
8. CORRESPONDENCE:  

None 
 
9. NEW BUSINESS:  

9.1 Review and Possible Approval to Waive the Water Requirements at Locust Ave., Patterson, CA 95363. 
 Under New Business, the Board considered a request to waive water supply requirements for a project 

on Locust Avenue in Patterson. Staff reported that the property includes an on-site water source (pool) 
and is within reasonable response distance from the City of Patterson for water supply support. 
Following discussion, Director Robinson made the motion to approve the waiver. Director Bettencourt 
seconded the motion and the motion was passed unanimously upon the following vote: 

Ayes:  Jarod Lara, Dan Robinson, Henry Bettencourt, Jason Jasper 
Noes: None 
Absent:  None 
Abstained: None 

 
9.2 Possible Approval to Update Stipend Program.  
 The Board received an informational update regarding potential changes to the District’s stipend 

program. Staff explained that due to possible operational changes involving the Newman Fire 
Department, the District is evaluating consolidating volunteer and stipend staffing into a unified 
program. The proposed concept would include on-call officers in both the northern and southern 
divisions and a stipend crew potentially operating from the Crows Landing station. The change is 
expected to improve staffing reliability and may result in cost savings. No formal action was taken. 

 
10. OLD BUSINESS:   

10.1 Update- Agreement for Administrative Services, City of Patterson 
Chief provided an update regarding negotiations with the City of Patterson for administrative services. 
Ongoing meetings are taking place to develop a possible multi-year agreement. No final agreement has 
been reached at this time. 
 

10.2 Update- Diablo Grande Station  
 Legal counsel provided an update on the Diablo Grande fire station property matter. Special counsel has 

been retained to address parcel and tax encumbrance issues related to property transfers. The goal is to 
restructure the parcels so tax obligations are assigned appropriately. Further progress is expected 
before the next meeting. 

 
11. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: 

The Fire Chief Report included updates on:  
• Continued stable emergency response operations throughout the District. 
• Operational reviews including run cards, deployment standards, and incident reporting improvements. 
• Exploration of potential future fire station locations as discussions with the Cities of Newman and Patterson 

continue. 
• A fatal traffic collision response on Interstate 5 on February 10. 
• Efforts to acquire an additional Type 1 fire engine through Cal OES for reserve and strike team use. 
• Upgrades to EMS equipment due to increasing EMT certifications among personnel. 
• Deployment of staff vehicles to improve command coverage across the District. 
• Approximately 55 incidents during the reporting period, with Station 53 having the highest call volume. 
• Recognition of top responders for the month. 
• Personnel development and training participation through county training programs. 
• Plans to establish a Lieutenant rank within the District to strengthen leadership structure. 
• Ongoing grant applications for equipment and PPE funding. 
• Community engagement activities including meetings with local organizations and upcoming recruitment 

events. 
The Chief concluded by recognizing the dedication and service of the District’s volunteer firefighters. 
 

 



 
12. GOOD OF THE ORDER:   

 
13. CLOSED SESSION:  

Went into closed session at 2:37 p.m.  
 
14. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION:   
 Returned to open session at 3:16 p.m.  
 
15. REPORT UPON RETURN FROM CLOSED SESSION (if applicable). 

District Counsel will provide the report upon return from closed session. 
 
16. ADJOURNMENT:   With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:17 p.m. 
 
 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted by:      Dated:      
 

Amy Best       March 19, 2026 

Amy Best, Clerk to the Board of Directors 
West Stanislaus County Fire Protection District 


