
BOARD MINUTES OF 
 THE REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE  
WEST STANISLAUS COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

Date & Time: Tuesday, January 12, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. 
Location:  Patterson Station 52 

at 1950 Keystone Pacific Pkwy., Patterson, CA 95363 
  

1. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   
 
3. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM AND CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA:  
   

Board Members Attending:  Jarod Lara, Henry Bettencourt, Dan Robinson  
 Board Members Absent:         Jason Jasper, Gerry Garcia 

Staff: Chief Jeff Frye, Division Chief Jon Schali, Battalion Chief Paul Lara, Battalion 
Chief Don Cabral, Fire Marshal Hugo Rayo, PIO Cee Cee Howell, FF Sam 
Amarillas, FF Jose Alcala,  

Guests:  Marty Greunke, Chuck Coelho 
 
4. CLOSED SESSION:  

The Board entered closed session at 2:01 p.m. for the following items: 
4.1 Public Employment Appointment (Government Code Section 54957) 

Title: Fire Chief 

4.2 Confer with District Counsel Concerning Potential Litigation (2 matters) (one matter, potential  
litigation, City of Newman).  
(Authorized Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (2). 

4.3 Personnel Issues – Pursuant to Government Code Sections 54956.9(d), 54954.5(e) and 54957.  
Personnel Review Procedures. 

 
5. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION (if applicable) 
 The Board returned to open session at 2:32 p.m.  

 
6. REPORT UPON RETURN FROM CLOSED SESSION (if applicable) 
 District Counsel William Ross will prepare a report upon return from closed session.  
 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

The Chair asked if there were any public comments before proceeding with the meeting. 
No public comments were received. 

 
8. CONSENT CALENDAR 

8.1 Possible Approval of the December 8, 2025 West Stanislaus County Fire Protection 
District’s Board of Directors Regular Meeting Minutes. 

8.2 Possible Approval of the Report Upon Return from Closed Session; Regular District  
Board of Directors Meeting for December 8, 2025. 

8.3 Possible Approval of the Warrants for January 2026. 
Director Robinson made the motion to approve items 8.1 to 8.3. The motion was seconded by Director 
Bettencourt and approved unanimously upon the following vote: 

 
 
 
 



Ayes:  Jarod Lara, Dan Robinson, Henry Bettencourt 
Noes:  None 
Absent:  Jason Jasper and Gerry Garcia 
Abstained: None 

 
9. SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS / PRESENTATIONS / GENERAL BUSINESS 
 None 
 
10. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 None 
 
11. CORRESPONDENCE – NON-ACTION ITEMS (Incoming & Outgoing) 
 None 
 
12. NEW BUSINESS  
 12.1  Consideration of Employment Contract, Fire Chief   

District Counsel provided the required oral summary of the proposed management-level employment 
agreement pursuant to the City of Bell case requirements. The agreement is for the position of Fire Chief for the 
District and includes: 
• Base annual salary of $154,350, subject to incremental increases as outlined in the agreement 
• Standard executive officer benefits 
• Contingencies related to actions taken by the City, which would only reduce the District’s financial obligation 

if applicable 
Copies of the agreement were made available for public review. 

 
Public Comment: 
A member of the public asked whether copies of the agreement were available and sought clarification 
regarding contingencies related to City action. District Counsel clarified that the agreement would become 
effective upon Board approval and that any related City actions would only affect the District’s obligation. 
 
Director Bettencourt made the motion to approve the employment contract for the Fire Chief as presented. 
Director Robinson seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously upon the following roll call vote:  

Director Lara – Aye 
Director Bettencourt – Aye 
Director Robinson – Aye 

 
13. OLD BUSINESS   

13.1 Update- City of Patterson and West Stanislaus Fire District Agreement 
An update was provided regarding an upcoming Ad Hoc Committee meeting scheduled for the following day at 
10:00 a.m. with representatives from the City of Patterson, including the City Manager and Assistant City 
Manager, to discuss the City’s proposal concerning the future relationship between the City and the District. 
Additional information will be provided at a future meeting. 
 
13.2 Update- Diablo Grande Station  
No new updates were reported. District Counsel noted ongoing delays at the County level, which are also 
affecting other fire districts, including Oakdale Rural and Salida. 
 

14. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT  
The Fire Chief presented a report covering December activities, including: 
• Launch of the new Fire Academy with 19 recruits, representing a diverse group from Patterson, Westley, and 

surrounding areas 
• Anticipated Fire Academy graduation date of June 28, 2026 
• Appreciation expressed for training staff, administrative staff, and volunteers 
• December incident statistics totaling 71 incidents across the District 
• Recognition of top responders 
• Review of significant incidents, including a major structure fire and mutual aid responses 



• Successful execution of Operation Santa Claus, involving multiple agencies and community organizations 
Board members expressed appreciation for the report and welcomed the Fire Chief. 

 
15. GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 Comments of appreciation and support were offered to staff and leadership. 
 
16. ADJOURNMENT:   With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:49 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted by:      Dated:      
 

Amy Best       January 13, 2026 

Amy Best, Clerk to the Board of Directors 
West Stanislaus County Fire Protection District 


