BOARD MINUTES OF
THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE

WEST STANISLAUS COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

Date & Time: Tuesday, February 9, 2026, at 2:00 p.m.
Location: Station 53 at 8598 Kern St., Westley, CA 95387

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM AND CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA:

Board Members Attending: Jarod Lara, Dan Robinson, Jason Jasper, Henry Bettencourt
Board Members Absent: Gerry Garcia
Staff: Chief Jeff Frye, Chief Ken Bays, BC Don Cabral, BC Paul Lara, Fire Marshal Hugo

Rayo, Firefighter Sam Amarillas, Engineer A’lan Garcia, PIO Cee Cee Howell

Guests: Chief Keith Bowen

PUBLIC COMMENT:

CONSENT CALENDAR:

5.1 Possible Approval of the January 12, 2026 West Stanislaus County Fire Protection

5.2

53
5.4
5.5

District’s Board of Directors Regular Rescheduled Meeting Minutes.

Possible Approval of the Report Upon Return from Closed Session; Regular

Rescheduled District Board of Directors Meeting for January 12, 2026.

Approval of Warrants for Expenses for January 2026.

Review and Possible Approval of the Financial Statement as of January 2026 (F/Y 2025-26).
Acceptance of Resignation Letter from Director Juan Gerardo “Gerry” Garcia.

District Counsel advised the Board that Director Juan Gerardo “Gerry” Garcia submitted a resignation
letter dated February 9, 2026. Acceptance of the resignation was recommended to be added to the
agenda under the Consent Calendar to begin the statutory 60-day period for filling the vacancy.

A motion and second were made to add acceptance of the resignation to the Consent Calendar.

Director Robinson made a motion to approve items 5.1 - 5.5. Director Jasper seconded the motion, and
the motion was passed unanimously upon the following roll call vote:

Jason Jasper: YES
Henry Bettencourt: YES
Dan Robinson: YES
Jarod Lara: YES

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS / PRESENTATIONS / GENERAL BUSINESS

None

PUBLIC
None

HEARINGS:

CORRESPONDENCE:

None



9.

NEW BUSINESS:

9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4

Review and Possible Approval to Waive the Water Requirements at 2955 Needham Rd., Westley, CA
95387.

The Board reviewed a request to waive water storage requirements for an open-sided agricultural shade
structure with solar panels used for cherry storage operations. Staff reported no mechanized operations
or enclosed storage areas were proposed. After discussion, the Board determined fire risk to be minimal
due to the open structure and limited use. Director Bettencourt made the motion to approve the water
waiver. The motion was seconded by Director Robinson and passed unanimously upon the following
vote:

Ayes: Jarod Lara, Dan Robinson, Henry Bettencourt, Jason Jasper
Noes: None
Absent: None
Abstained: None

Review and Possible Approval to Waive the Water Requirements at 18434 Sycamore Ave.,

Patterson, CA 95363.

The Board reviewed a request concerning an open-sided shade/cabana structure with minimal electrical
use for lighting and no enclosed occupancy or mechanized operations.

After discussion, the Board determined the structure posed minimal fire hazard due to its open
configuration and limited use. Director Bettencourt made the motion to approve the water waiver. The
motion was seconded by Director Robinson and passed unanimously upon the following vote:

Ayes: Jarod Lara, Dan Robinson, Henry Bettencourt, Jason Jasper
Noes: None
Absent: None
Abstained: None

Review and Possible Approval of the West Stanislaus County Fire Protection District Board of

Directors Revised Bylaws.

Staff presented revisions to District bylaws, including provisions establishing a formal process for Board
vacancies and adding residency certification requirements. Board members discussed the updates and
expressed support for establishing a clearer vacancy recommendation process. Director Robinson made
the motion to approve the revised bylaws. The motion was seconded by Director Robinson, and passed
unanimously upon the following vote:

Ayes: Jarod Lara, Dan Robinson, Henry Bettencourt, Jason Jasper
Noes: None
Absent: None
Abstained: None

Review and Possible Approval of Resolution #2026-001, A Resolution of the Board of Directors

of the West Stanislaus County Fire Protection District Establishing a Formal Process for Board

Vacancies and Recommendations.

The Board considered Resolution No. 2026-001 establishing a formal process for Board vacancies and
recommendations. Director Robinson made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2026-001. The motion
was seconded by Director Bettencourt. The motion was passed unanimously upon the following roll call
vote:

Jason Jasper: YES
Henry Bettencourt: YES
Dan Robinson: YES

Jarod Lara: YES



10.

OLD BUSINESS:

10.1  Update- Change in Percentages for the Salaries and Benefits of Shared City of Patterson Staff Members.
The Fire Chief reported that discussions continue regarding the cost-sharing agreement between the
City of Patterson and the District. A tentative understanding has been reached that neither agency will
be responsible for paying a share of the other’s Fire Chief salary, recognizing each agency now operates
independently. Negotiations continue regarding remaining administrative staffing and facility use
arrangements. Further meetings are scheduled.

10.2  Update- Diablo Grande Station
No significant updates were reported regarding acquisition of the Diablo Grande station parcel.
Staff recommended attending an upcoming Board of Supervisors meeting to request action regarding
parcel conveyance and possible tax clearance. HOA support letters or petitions may be pursued.

11. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT:
The Fire Chief reported:
e Stipend staffing program was fully staffed in January.
e Volunteer participation remains strong.
e January 26 included multiple significant incidents, including:
o Overturned propane truck on Highway 33 requiring HazMat response.
o Structure fire in Grayson, successfully contained though a family was displaced.
e Fire Academy trainees are progressing and will soon begin hands-on training.
e Incident call volume for the month was moderate.
e CAD and reporting system transitions are underway.
e Integration with reporting and cost-recovery systems is being pursued to improve reimbursement
recovery.
Chief expressed appreciation for staff and volunteers.
A formal swearing-in ceremony for the Fire Chief will be scheduled at a future meeting.
12. GOOD OF THE ORDER:
The Board expressed their appreciation for having their own Fire Chief.
13. CLOSED SESSION:
Went into closed session at 2:30 p.m.
14. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION:
Returned to open session at 2:58 p.m.
15.  REPORT UPON RETURN FROM CLOSED SESSION (if applicable).
No reportable actions taken.
16. ADJOURNMENT: With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:58 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted by: Dated:

AW\/{:} 62/57[' February 18, 2026

Amy Best, Clerk to the Board of Directors
West Stanislaus County Fire Protection District



