
BOARD MINUTES OF 
 THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE WEST 

STANISLAUS COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
Date & Time: Monday, October 13, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. 

Location:  Patterson Station 52 
at 1950 Keystone Pacific Pkwy., Patterson, CA 95363 

  

1. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   
 
3. DETERMINATION OF QUORUM AND CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA:  
   

Board Members Attending:  Jarod Lara, Henry Bettencourt, Dan Robinson, Jason Jasper, Gerry Garcia 
 Board Members Absent:         None 

Staff: Fire Chief Jeff Frye, Division Chief Jon Schali, Tracy Taylor, Chief Ken Bays, 
Battalion Chief Bob Vargas, Captain Dan Borba, Fire Marshal Hugo Rayo 

Guests:  City of Newman Council Member Scott Ball, Division Chief Keith Bowen, District 
Counsel William Ross, Maria Farias 

 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT:   
 Council Member Scott Ball requested that the Board of Directors not approve item 10.1. 

 
5. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
   

5.1 Possible Approval of the August 11, 2025, West Stanislaus County Fire Protection 
District’s Board of Directors Regular Meeting Minutes. 

 5.2 Possible Approval of the September 2, 2025, West Stanislaus County Fire Protection  
District’s Board of Directors Special Meeting Minutes.  

5.3 Possible Approval of the Report Upon Return from Closed Session; Regular District Board of Directors 
Meeting for August 11, 2025. 

5.4 Possible Approval of the Report Upon Return from Closed Session; Special District Board Meeting for 
September 2, 2025. 

 5.5 Approval of Warrants for Expenses for August 2025. 
5.6 Review and Possible Approval of the Financial Statement as of July 2025 (F/Y 2025-26). 

 
Director Bettencourt motioned to approve items 5.1 through 5.6. The motion was seconded by Director 
Jasper and was passed unanimously upon the following vote:  

Ayes: Jarod Lara, Henry Bettencourt, Dan Robinson, Jason Jasper, Gerry Garcia 
Noes: None 
Absent:  None 
Abstained: None 

 
6. SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS / PRESENTATIONS / GENERAL BUSINESS 

None 
 
7. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 None 
 
8. CORRESPONDENCE:  

Letter from Fire Chief Kevin Wise, Modesto Fire Department 
The letter from Fire Chief Kevin Wise thanked the district for support during an August 20th vegetation fire. 
 



Letter from Dana Stapleton (Lieutenant Governor’s Office) thanked the district for hosting the California Special 
Districts Association (CSDA) legislative staffer tour. 

 
9. NEW BUSINESS:  

9.1 Review and Possible Approval to Waive the Water Requirements at 725 Howard Rd., Westley, CA 95387. 
Maria Farias informed the Board of Directors that Stanislaus County is requiring a 3,101-gallon water 
tank for her mobile home. Ms. Farias requested a waiver.  Fire Marshal Rayo stated there are hydrants 
either 1000 or 1200 ft away from the property. Director Robinson made a motion to approve a 3000-
gallon water tank, without waiving the water requirements. Director Jasper seconded the motion, and 
the motion was passed unanimously upon the following vote:  

Ayes: Jarod Lara, Henry Bettencourt, Dan Robinson, Jason Jasper, Gerry Garcia 
Noes: None 
Absent:  None 
Abstained: None 

 
10. OLD BUSINESS:   

10.1 Discussion and Possible Approval of Resolution #2025-004 Rescinding Resolution #2018-004. 
Division Chief Bowen addressed the Board of Directors, informing them of the City of Newman’s 
willingness to work with a 3rd party consultant. The board discussed whether to rescind the 2018 cost-
share agreement with the City of Newman concerning the fire chief and shared purchasing program. 
Despite Newman’s request to delay and attempt mediation again, legal counsel noted long-standing 
unresolved issues and growing district costs. After discussion, the board voted to rescind Resolution 
#2018-004, ending the cost-share arrangement. 
Director Bettencourt made a motion to approve Resolution #2025-004. The motion was seconded by 
Director Robinson with the following roll call vote:  

 Henry Bettencourt:  Yes 
 Gerry Garcia:  No 
 Jason Jasper:   Yes 
 Dan Robinson:   Yes 
 Jarod Lara:   Yes 
 
10.2 Possible Approval of Letter to the City of Newman. 

  The motion from item 10.1 carried over to items 10.2 and 10.3. 
 Henry Bettencourt:  Yes 
 Gerry Garcia:  No 
 Jason Jasper:   Yes 
 Dan Robinson:   Yes 
 Jarod Lara:   Yes 

 
10.3 Possible Approval of Communication to LAFCO Updating Information; District in Municipal Service 

Review for Fire Protection Districts in Stanislaus County. 
 Henry Bettencourt:  Yes 
 Gerry Garcia:  No 
 Jason Jasper:   Yes 
 Dan Robinson:   Yes 
 Jarod Lara:   Yes 
 
10.4  Update- Change in Percentages for the Salaries and Benefits of Shared City of Patterson Staff Members. 

No update.  
 
10.5 Review and Possible Approval of Resolution #2025-005 of the Board of Directors of West Stanislaus 

County Fire Protection District Accepting Transfer of Real Property (Diablo Grande). 
 The board approved the transfer of property from the Western Hills Water District to the fire district, 

pending county tax waiver determination. Director Robinson made the motion to approve resolution 
#2025-005. The motion was seconded by Director Garcia, and the motion was approved unanimously 
upon the following vote:  



Ayes: Jarod Lara, Henry Bettencourt, Dan Robinson, Jason Jasper, Gerry Garcia 
Noes: None 
Absent:  None 
Abstained: None 

 
11. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT: 

There were 85 calls in September (down from the summer months). Station 50 had nearly full 24-hour coverage 
and strong volunteer participation. Captain Eddie Thompson was named Grand Marshal of Patterson High’s 
Homecoming Parade. The CSDA legislative staffer tour was a successful event co-hosted with Del Puerto 
Healthcare District, which showcased district operations and funding challenges. We have 20 potential new 
recruits entering the academy, which necessitates the purchase of additional turnout gear. Fire Marshal Rayo 
participated in a PSA with Telemundo, which reached 68,000 views. The Patterson Volunteers will have their 
annual pancake breakfast next Sunday. Our water tender was deployed to TCU Lightning Complex Fire. We are 
dealing with ongoing engine maintenance delays due to back-ordered parts. Firefighter Chavez no longer has no 
turnout gear after the Newman Police Department went to his parents’ home and required him to return it to 
the City of Newman, despite West Stanislaus having paid for 50% of said gear.  

 
12. GOOD OF THE ORDER:   
 
13. CLOSED SESSION:  

Went into closed session at 2:39 p.m.  
 
14. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION:   
 Returned to open session at 3:28 p.m.  
 
15. REPORT UPON RETURN FROM CLOSED SESSION (if applicable). 

District Counsel William Ross will prepare a report upon closed session.  
 
16. ADJOURNMENT:   With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:28 p.m. 
 
 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted by:      Dated:      
 

Amy Best       October 22, 2025 

Amy Best, Clerk to the Board of Directors 
West Stanislaus County Fire Protection District 


